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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY APRIL 22, 2014 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Public Assembly Room at the Municipal Center at 

196-200 North Main Street, Southington, CT with the following members 

in attendance: 

   Joseph LaPorte & Matthew O’Keefe (Regular Members) 

  Christopher Magnoli, Patrick Saucier & Ronald Bohigian 

(Alternate Members)              

   

  Absent:  Jeffrey Gworek, Regular Member 

    Bryan Wysong, Regular Member 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

      

 Others:   David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

   

 The Chair seated Mr. Saucier for Mr. Gworek and Mr. Magnoli for 

Mr. Wysong.  A quorum was determined. 

  The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

  

   

 The Chair explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an application and advised should their appeal be 

approved they file it with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they 

receive the formal approval in the mail before starting any work.  You 

have one year to begin the project.   

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

5. Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to approve the Minutes from the 

previous meeting as submitted.  Mr. O’Keefe seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

6. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 A. APPEAL #6046A, Application of Southington Country Club Inc. 

for a modification of a special exception approval to allow live music 

under the pavilion under Section 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 150 
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Savage Street, property of Southington Country Club Inc., in an R-

20/25 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Will the applicant state their name and address for 

the record, please? 

 MR. KASTNER:  Good evening.  My name is Raymond Kastner, 465 

Copper Ridge, Southington.  I’m here representing the Southington 

Country Club and the Back Nine Restaurant. 

 Since there are new people here and commissioners, I guess I’ll 

start from the beginning again.  Basically, we do have an outdoor 

pavilion, open-aire pavilion.  And, it is, we purchased the property 

about eight or nine years ago.  And, the golf course, basically, was 

in a little bit of disrepair and we started right off the bat on 

improving golf itself.  Improving some greens, some T-boxes, sand 

traps.   

 And, we realized golf is only one way to make revenue and we need 

to find other sources of revenue.  As I mentioned at the last meeting, 

one of our big revenues is golf carts. And, with weather like tonight, 

without golf cart paths, you know, we can’t have golf carts. If we 

don’t have golf carts, we don’t get golfers.  Especially on the front 

nine.  So we put money into golf carts. 

 Probably the following year we ended up putting in a practice 

green.  Again, to improve the golf end of the business. 

 Then we came to planning & zoning and we built the pavilion to 

service the tournaments that we have.  We were um, in the pavilion one 

of the recommendations well requirements, it had to be an open-aire --

-we weren’t able to enclose the pavilion.  So that’s why it is open-

aire.  It does service us pretty well for our tournaments.  We are 

limited in what we can do in the pavilion. 

 Golf is a seasonal sport.  We have about five good months.  We 

have a couple of months on the fringe that we’re open for golf, but it 

is not a moneymaker. 

 And, the pavilion is basically utilized probably four months of 

the year.  Not the total five, six, or seven because we have a 

beautiful location being on top of the  hill, it’s pretty windy up 

there and being open-aire, if you’re underneath the pavilion and you 

don’t have sun beating on you, it could get a little cool.   

 Why I am here is we want to utilize the pavilion a little bit 

more during the nicer months of the year that we do have golf.   
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 (Pause) 

 A couple of things about, you know, when we were here last and we 

had some neighbors had brought up some good points.  The music, what 

we would be using it for, is for special functions.  We’d like to try 

some lobster bakes, clam bakes, um, we get requests for small 

weddings.  For some weddings there because the scenery is just 

gorgeous there.  Um, again it would only be probably June, July, 

August because those are the warmest months of the year. 

 What we would like to do and speaking to a couple of the 

neighbors again, is this be strictly a trial.  We would like to have 

one year for basically three or four months to try it this winter --- 

this summer and see if it could work. 

 If it doesn’t work with the neighbors, if we’re too loud or 

whatever, you know, we don’t get uh, we don’t get an application next 

year.  

 So, I am only here looking for a trial period.  I want to be a 

good neighbor.  Everything we’ve been doing up at the golf course is 

new to us.  It’s not new to us as far as the restaurant end. My 

partners have the Aqua Turf, so they’re experts on the food end of it 

and the catering end of it.   But it is still new to us as far as 

coordinating golf, tournaments, parties in our new banquet room.  So 

we’re always juggling and finding out what we can do and what we can’t 

do. 

 What we can’t do is have multiple functions going on.  We are 

limited in parking spaces.  And, we have made mistakes where our 

timing with a tournament is something in the evening kind of coincides 

and so we’re learning. 

 Having this music, the ability to have the music isn’t going to 

change other issues that could happen.  The last time motorcycles were 

brought up.  Noise  Whether we have music, or not, they’re still going 

to possibly be coming to our restaurant.  They still may be coming to 

play golf.  We can’t control that.  The music won’t change that. 

 Traffic won’t change whether we’re able to have music.  If we 

have something going on underneath the pavilion that evening, we’re 

not going to have anything going on in the backroom, our banquet room.   

It’s one or the other.  Okay? 

 We just want, people want to – book us.  And they’d rather be 

outside if the weather is good.  If the weather ain’t good, we have a 

backup by going inside. 
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 So we’re not going to, nothing is going to change as far as the 

amount of people coming to our place, our traffic, having the music. 

 What we would like to do in this trial period is, we can’t 

enclose it, okay?  Planning & zoning made it clear to us.  I checked 

the Minutes.  It’s not necessarily happening. 

 But what we would like to do is put --- enclose the Savage Street 

end of our facility.  Okay?   That way, like I told you in the last 

meeting, all music, any sound, we are going to project at our course, 

away from Savage Street.  When you have one wall that is blocked or 

enclosed or buffered, the sound is going to go out towards the golf 

course.  And, because we are a pavilion, it is not going to be outside 

music.  It’s going to be under the pavilion, it’s going to uh --- keep 

some of the music under control. 

 As far as the nature of the business, is very, very, very, very 

few live bands any more.  We would restrict the number of band --- 

people playing instruments to three.  But 95 or maybe even greater, is 

all DJs which can be controlled very easily.  The thing that makes all 

the sound, what people tell me, is more the bass.  You lower the bass 

--- and in our pavilion, also, it isn’t a high ceiling like this.  It 

happens to be a fairly, you know, a nine foot ceiling, ten foot at the 

most.  So it’s not a high thing that is going to echo sound as much.  

And, we have an acoustical ceiling under the pavilion. 

 Um, again, right now, the way the property is on Savage Street 

side, we are buffered with evergreens.  We do have for the time being 

until we can get approval or get some sidewalls, we do have sides on 

it.  But they are portable.  But that would definitely be up there. 

 When we do have an event which is catered, the Aqua Turf’s 

catering truck is parked there which buffers any sound.  And, it’s a 

pretty decent sized vehicle.  And, in most cases there is two of them.  

And, again, that is hidden by the arborvitaes that we have.  Fully 

mature. 

 I think that is basically it.  So if you have questions or 

anybody has questions, I’ll love to answer them. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  Mr. Chairman, I’d like to ask a question:  The 

music, the type of music, is that acoustic, low key music you’ll have 

there? 

 MR. KASTNER:  As far as if there was a band?   There’d probably 

be a guitar player, maybe a piano player or organ, and probably a 

drummer.  But we would limit it to three. And, then a singer. 
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 MR. LAPORTE:  So, it is a continuation of what exists there now.  

That’s what you’re asking for. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Well, what we have now is in the back room, our 

back room could fit -- it’s this size, maybe a hundred, a hundred ten 

people. If there’s dancing, it’s less.  If there’s dancing and a band, 

it’s even less.  So our back room isn’t that busy --- big. 

 What we do have there without an event going on is periodically 

we have a guitar player or a singer come in. And, usually, we’d even 

put them in our bar area, take up a little corner.  It’s more, you 

know the guys signs and the other guy plays the guitar.  But that’s 

indoors. 

 MR. LAPORTE: And, the closest house to you is how far away?  

 MR. KASTNER:  The closest house, um, there’s three houses that 

are close.  They’re all on Savage Street. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  On the other side. 

 MR. KASTNER:  The other houses, you have some houses on Chapel.  

There is the house on the corner which is pretty --- the house on 

Chapel is opposite our parking lot.  When you go out our parking lot, 

the street, Chapel is right there. 

 The other thing is that I met with --- who was here last week, 

the resident from Chapel.  We’re going to get a sign made, you know, 

just a standup sign so when we have big events, especially tournaments 

on weekdays or evenings, we’re going to put a sign:  Please do not 

park on this street.    

 Now, the police department puts their signs during tournaments 

that they only can park.  We want to put a sign so that no one uses 

that street. 

 We have permission to use Mary Our Queen parking lot when we do 

have big tournaments or special events. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  What I do agree with is that on one side you’re --- 

what are you going to put, like a plastic or something down?  It will 

bounce back. It will.  The sound. 

 MR. KASTNER:  And, again, in my proposal, all sound, speakers, 

any amplification will be shot away from Savage Street. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN: Is this for the weekdays and weekends? 

 MR. KASTNER: No.  It would be basically, Friday, Saturday. 
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 MR. BOHIGIAN:  And, only for special occasions that would be open 

for --- 

 MR. KASTNER:  No, I would even put a restriction on the amount.  

You know, our competition has it for ten events a year.  You know, 

we’re just, you know, we do have a need --- not a need.  That’s a bad 

word.   

 We get a lot of requests.  It’s such a nice night out.  Why can’t 

we bring this outside? Well, we can, if we had this, providing the 

weather is good.  But we’re not going to book two events.  We just 

don’t have the space.  Plus, we don’t have the kitchen space for it. 

 So again, it’s, I’m looking for a trial.  If it doesn’t work, it 

doesn’t work.   

 But, that’s all we can ask.  You know? 

 MR.MAGNOLI:  So, it’s a nice, you know, Saturday night out.  And, 

there’s no event booked in there.  But you do have the opportunity to 

place music in there now.  You know, what are the chances you get a 

guitar player and a piano player, some kind of music out there and 

people start going out there and having drinks and enjoying the nice 

facility.  Is that part of it? 

 Or just specifically events like you said, booked events prior --

- 

 MR. KASTNER:  We would book, let’s say, we do uh, periodically a 

couples golf league, per say.  It’s not a league but they get together 

Saturday around 3:00 pm.  What they were saying is that once a month, 

they would like to be able to have music and eat outside under the 

pavilion.  Something like that. 

 Now, we can plan that because we have to plan the kitchen. We 

have to plan whether it’s going to be a clam bake or lobster bake, the 

lobster.   

 And, let’s say in July we plan for this weekend, a certain 

weekend. If the weather is bad, we still have the ability to bring it 

indoors.  So, it’s going to be booked whether it is indoors or 

outdoors. 

 So now, if we didn’t have this music, it would be booked for 

indoors.  That’s all. 
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 Again, the traffic ain’t going to change.  You know some of the 

complaints last time were uh, you know, parking, motorcycles, that 

kind of thing. That’s not going to change.  It is what it is. 

 We try to do what we can to keep people responsible as much as we 

can.  This time of year, fortunately or unfortunately, depends if you 

ride a motorcycle, its motorcycle season.  And, when you go up a hill 

upon Savage Street, that’s when they’re changing gears.  Or when 

they’re coming out of our restaurant, that’s when they’re changing 

gears.  And, that’s where the noise is.  You know? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Would you be able to live with a restriction that 

any live music be affiliated with some type of golf outing?  Rather 

than a wedding?  Because a wedding is not a golf course use of that 

property. 

 (Pause) 

 MR. KASTNER:  Honestly? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:   Well, that’d be the only way to answer that I 

know. 

 (Chuckles) 

 MR.KASTNER:  Well --- I would ---um, I would rather not have 

that. Especially since --- 

 MR. O’KEEFE: The problem I have is that when we look at the 

regulations, you’re asking, you can have a golf course in a 

residential zone.  And, perhaps uses incident to it. 

 But there is nothing that allows us to have a banquet facility in 

a residential zone.  And that’s what a wedding would be. 

 (Pause) 

 MR. KASTNER: Well, don’t we have that there right now anyhow?  We 

have a banquet facility there.  We have weddings. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: Not outdoors.  You are asking for outdoor music. 

 MR.KASTNER:   Correct. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  So we’re saying if you were having outdoor music, 

would it be associated with a golf outing use? 

 MR. KASTNER:  In most cases, whether it’s going to be a wedding 

or not, in most cases it is not going to be affiliated with golf. 
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 THE CHAIR:  You’re saying in most cases it is not? 

 MR. KASTNER: No.  It is just like Hawk’s Landing. When they have 

their music, it has nothing to do with golf.  It’s just a night out 

for people, neighbors, whatever to come and enjoy music in the 

outdoors. 

 THE CHAIR:  Well, I was going, I was under the impression that 

when you started out your conversation, was that it was associated 

with golf tournaments.   That after the golf tournaments were over, 

you wanted to have, like when they have the tournaments and then they 

go in and they eat.  And, then you wanted music.  That’s sort of the 

indication I got. 

 MR.KASTNER: No.  I’m sorry.  The pavilion was built for mainly 

tournaments.  Okay?  To service our tournaments.  Our tournaments are 

always during the day.   They’re usually, almost always over by 3:00 

pm.  Because we have golf leagues coming in.  

 And, if they stay and eat, they’re done shop by 5:00 or 6:00 pm.  

Almost every, 99% of --- and a lot of our bigger tournaments, they go 

to the Aqua Turf for the dinner. 

 So this would be an evening function or a late afternoon 

function.  Again, it would be on the weekend. 

 (Pause) 

 MR. O’KEEFE:   Where in the regulations though are we allowed to 

do that? 

 MR.KASTNER:  Where? 

 MR. O’KEEFE: I mean, you are asking for a special exception. 

 MR. KASTNER:  I’m asking for the same special exception that was 

approved for Hawk’s Landing. 

 THE CHAIR:   Well, one of the different, one of the differences 

in Hawk’s Landing is we’re talking maybe 400 feet from any 

residential.  Where you’re maybe 150 feet, 160 feet. 

 So it is quite a difference.  Plus, we had a lot of --- when we 

approved Hawk’s Landing’s we had a lot of neighbors come in 

supporting. 

 MR. KASTNER:  I can, I could’ve got neighbors.  The only 

neighbors that really that affected really are the neighbors that are 
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here, to be honest with you.  There are other neighbors on Parkview, 

Savage Street, down the street. 

 THE CHAIR:  But I am talking the neighbors that came in were – 

 MR. KASTNER:  Correct.  I understand. 

 THE CHAIR: -- fairly close. But again, there is quite a 

difference in the number of feet from their pavilion or their outside 

patio. 

 MR. KASTNER:  What they’re doing, theirs is an outdoor, 

completely outdoors. 

 THE CHAIR:  Right. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Ours is enclosed, partially enclosed. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  And, you are only asking for like a one year – 

 MR. KASTNER:  That’s what I’m saying. 

 MR. LAPORTE: --- trial. 

 MR. KASTNER:  That’s what I’m saying.  I don’t know if it is 

going to work. If it doesn’t, they tell me, we shut it down.  That’s 

all I’m asking.  If it doesn’t work --- and again, it’s not going to 

be – I’ll put a restriction on the number.  Because it is something 

that we got to grow into. 

 THE CHAIR:  Well, let me ask you another question then.  And, 

that is, if you do have a wedding there, how late does it run? 

 How late would you expect on a Friday or a Saturday night the 

wedding would run? 

 MR. KASTNER:  June 7
th
, 11:00 pm.  That’s my daughter’s wedding! 

 (Chuckles) 

 THE CHAIR:  We’ll tell her:  not. 

 (Chuckles) 

 So you’re --- 

 MR. KASTNER:  Normally, a function is 9:00 or 10:00. 

 THE CHAIR:  A golf function is normally not that late.  That’s 

why --- 
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 MR. KASTNER:  Golf --- I’m sorry. 

 THE CHAIR:  Golf is out.  So now we’re back to the wedding side.  

How late would you ---if we approved it, what would you want for a 

stipulation on a time frame? 

 MR. KASTNER:  Ten o’clock.  Except for June 7
th
. 

 (Laughter, laughter) 

 I’m being honest. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, I understand. 

 Okay.  Any other questions? 

 MR. KASTNER:  And, if it doesn’t work – 

 THE CHAIR:  Matt? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I’ll go over stipulations that I can probably live 

with and you can tell me yes or no.  I think you’ve already said no to 

two of them, but I’ll go through them anyway, so that you can hear 

them and so that everyone else can hear them. 

 1. The south side of the pavilion be 100 percent enclosed.  I 

believe you can do that by pulling down the plastic drapes. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Correct. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: So, that shouldn’t be a problem. 

 2.   There be no live music after sunset.  Because you are 150 

feet from houses and there could be small children in a house and 

they’re not going to be up until 10:00 or 11:00 at night.  And, it 

could be disruptive. 

 3. That the live music only be between May 1
st
 and October 15

th
 

and not more than ten times in a calendar year. 

 MR. KASTNER:  I can restrict that even more.  Because we can’t.  

I’m just telling you we are not going to have anything before June.  

And, we’re not going to have anything after September 15
th
.  It’s just 

– 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay.  What if we simply said June 1
st
 to September 

30
th
, we’re giving you an extra – fifteen days. 

 That there be not more than four performers in a music show.  

And, I think you mentioned three. 
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 That the live music be affiliated with a golf outing, some type 

of golf event. 

 That all alcoholic beverages be served in glass, cups and not in 

their original containers. 

 That any amplification be pointed in a northerly direction which 

is away from the residences.  I think you said you would do that. 

 And, that the approval be valid for a year and renewed only if 

there are no complaints to the zoning department.  The applicant must 

reapply if there is a complaint to the zoning department. 

 I think there was two that you were sort of stuck on. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Two.  Now, the question about open --- you know, we 

do have a bar there in the pavilion. We have restrooms.  We have all 

that. 

 And, our tournaments and everything, we do serve, you know, 

people want bottled beer.  So that would have to be taking the bottle 

and putting it in a cup? 

 MR. O’KEEFE: That’s what they have a Hawk’s Landing. 

 (Pause) 

 MR. KASTNER:  That’s not too green. 

 If we had to, we would do it. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  What’s the one on the sunset?  Do you agree with 

that? 

 MR.KASTNER:  I, uh, well, he’s, you’re saying live music. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Right. 

 MR. KASTNER:  So we couldn’t have a band at night? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Correct. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Well, but then in the other sense you’re saying we 

can have a band up to four people. 

 MR. O’KEEFE: Up until sunset. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Up to sunset. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Right. 
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 MR. KASTNER:  But we could have a DJ? 

 MR. O’KEEFE: No.  I mean, music.  You know, live music, a DJ, 

it’s the same thing. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  What time do you need? 

 MR. KASTNER:  What’s that? 

 MR. LAPORTE:  What time do you need?  

 MR. KASTNER:  I need 10:00. Except for June 7
th
. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, the two issues are the 10:00 or the timeframe, as 

well as the one that – 

 MR. KASTNER:  The music. 

 THE CHAIR:  Yah, it also had to be associated with a golf outing.  

Those are the two major stumbling blocks here.  Right? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Right. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay.  Well, let’s leave it at that for now because 

you can rebut. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  I think you know at least where, what Matt is coming 

up with.  And, let’s hear from you know, the neighbors and see what 

they have to say.  

 You said you’ve talked with them, right? 

 MR. KASTNER:  I talked to two neighbors. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Is there anyone here opposing the application? 

 FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Opposing?  I don’t know if I’m opposing but – 

 THE CHAIR:  Oh, I’m sorry.  Let’s start with anyone in favor of 

this application?   

 Anyone supporting this application? 

 (No response) 

 Hearing none, anyone opposing? 

 And, if you are in-between, you can talk.  You know? 
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 MR. BRISCO:  My name is Joe Brisco.  I’m at 208 Savage Street.  

So, directly across from the pavilion. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. BRISCO:  And um, I think that uh, I would say sort of the in-

between. Not in favor but not against.  I think they’re doing a 

fantastic job there with the golf course.  And, we want to see that 

continue.  We want to see it be successful. I think it is a great 

asset to the town.  So. 

 And, I think the stipulations that you are making sound very 

reasonable and sound in line with the things that we would be 

concerned with.   

 Obviously, number one is the noise.  And, what the level of that 

noise is going to be.  So, having the abatement of that noise where 

you’d be able to put up screens.   

 And, I think what I would want to hear more specifically would 

be, you talked about, Ray talked about adding structure.  You know, so 

that it is away from this temporary pull downs.  Something more 

permanent.  And, I would want to hear more about some stipulations of 

that being maybe as part of this and potentially in the future. 

 And, then the other thing, and then with the noise comes how are 

we going to monitor the noise?  Is it just up to us to call and 

complain?  Will there be any active monitoring of the noise?  

Certainly on a trial basis that might be something to look into. 

 We are concerned about talking about a trial basis. It sounds 

like the stipulations are a little bit better than what I was 

envisioning.  I have in my mind that it starts as a trial but it also 

becomes, you know, automatic without any further review.  So that 

would be a concern. 

 And, then the time.  The time limit that you’re putting, 10:00, 

seems reasonable to me.  And, hearing the frequency that you are going 

to limit it to a certain number, I think that is also a great idea.  

And, it is something that I was looking for. 

 I think going above and beyond that would be that since we do 

have a concerned group of neighbors that are close by, we could set up 

some sort of a notification that once you know what your events are 

going to be --- 

 THE CHAIR:  Why don’t you talk to the board? 
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 MR. BRISCO:  Sorry.  Once the applicant knows what events they’re 

going to have, maybe they could send out notification that, hey June 

7
th
 we’re going to have an event, so that we know what’s coming.  We’re 

not surprised when 300 people show up for an event.  So that might be 

another something --- I don’t know how you put that into the 

stipulations. 

 THE CHAIR:  What about, what about if they --- Dave would this be 

possible – that put one of the stipulations is that they would put 

like a sandwich board out there with the event date and time?  Instead 

of – that’s why I’m asking you. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  We want to get away from sandwich boards. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Forget that.  That sign thing we’re having a 

problem with. 

 MR. BRISCO:  In today’s day of electronic communications, I think 

there is something we could come up with pretty easily. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. BRISCO:  And, then I know the statement that bringing live 

music won’t change the other problems that we might have, the traffic 

in particular and the noise associated with that traffic.  But um, I 

think it will have an impact.  I think you will be bringing in, not 

only the golf traffic that we put up with and that’s something that we 

have there today and we certainly some days are worse than others.  

But now you are going to specifically have events that will bring in 

specifically additional traffic and I think we have to be reasonable 

about how that gets handled. 

 And, I think in addition to just the traffic, it is one of the 

concerns that we have, the safety because Savage Street is a cut 

through street.  So that’s an issue. 

 And, then what happens, what’s left behind.  There is typically 

the next morning we are picking up garbage in our front yards.   

 So, I think that the golf course does a great job in keeping 

their property pristine and we try to do that ourselves with our 

property. Invariably we are picking up refuse that’s left behind after 

some of these tournaments that happen. 

 And, occasionally there is, you know, damage when people are 

pulling up on to our property getting in and out of the course.   
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 So, in general, I think that those are the concerns that I have.  

Hopefully, you know, it’s something that we would like to see the golf 

course continue to be successful and with the right stipulations in 

place, I think that can be done. 

 THE CHAIR:  Thank you. 

 MR. BRISCO:  Thank you. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I have a question.  He had asked a question at one 

of his --- 

 THE CHAIR:  Let him rebut. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  One of the things was he was only going to have 

this on the weekends. 

 THE CHAIR:  Right. Friday and Saturday. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  Right. That needs to put into the stipulations. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 Anyone else speaking in – 

 FROM THE AUDIENCE:  He said it all. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  No one else.  

 Ray, do you want to answer those questions if you can? 

 MR. KASTNER:  Sure.   Okay, again, putting the sides up, that 

isn’t an issue.  We will be, like I said, for or looking into putting 

up more permanent --- if things work well, putting up a more permanent 

structured sides on the Savage Street side. 

 How to control sound?  It’s basically our manager who is Joe 

Calvanese’s son, Mike.  He basically just got to with a DJ; just make 

it, the sound under the pavilion so people can hear.  That’s it. They 

can lower it.  They can control sound without going crazy. 

 Being a roofed structure, the sound, you don’t have to have it up 

loud.  It’s not like at Hawk’s where it is open-aire and you’ve got to 

have it a little bit louder.   

 So, I don’t think controlling the sound --- it is going to 

benefit. If this is working out, we want to make sure the sound is 

down as low as possible. 
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 Sending out notification is a great idea. You know, anybody that 

gives us an email, we can have it on our website, but we can also send 

it out to their emails when we have different functions. So they can 

actually control the number ---you put ten events on it, they can 

control and count the number:  ten. 

 So there is uh, a policing aspect of it.  Because the other 

venue, there is no policing. 

 Traffic?  Again, um, I don’t know how to explain it maybe a 

little better.   If we don’t have music, then we’re going to have, 

hopefully and not to say we will, hopefully, we’ll have the back room 

being booked for something else.   

 We can’t have something going on in the pavilion at night and 

then the back room going at night and people coming in the restaurant.  

It doesn’t work.  We don’t have enough kitchen staff.  Our kitchen 

isn’t big enough.  We don’t have enough parking. Okay?  So it is just 

not happening. 

 So, traffic with music isn’t going to increase because of it.  

It’s just going to be --- instead of going into the back room, they’re 

going to go outside.  

 And again, I, you know, Mr. Smedberg who I spoke to when he was 

here two weeks ago, you know, he lives on Chapel Hill.  And, I do feel 

for those people because people do park on Chapel Hill. The police do 

put up the signs so they park on one side and he brought up a good 

point.  When you park on one side, then we have no place to park when 

we have people coming over.   

 And, then those people, those are usually in tournaments, they 

come in, and that’s where you get, if they sometimes throw things out 

on their lawn. So we want to keep the people on our property and not 

on Chapel. 

 So whether we get this or not, we are going to put that sign up 

to protect the people on Chapel. 

 And, your thing, Friday and Saturday, isn’t an issue. 

 THE CHAIR:  The one thing I did notice when I was over there, I 

stopped over there, we had that Republican thing in the back, I went 

out to the pavilion and the barrier or the sheets that you’ve got up, 

there’s only like two or three sections.  A section still on the south 

side that there is nothing there. 

 MR. KASTNER:  We have. 
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 THE CHAIR:  There is no hooks. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Well – 

 THE CHAIR:   What I would ask is that if you get it approved that 

those things go all of the way down the side. 

 MR. KASTNER:  When w were doing the golf --- the restaurant and 

pro shop over, we were shut down and we worked underneath the 

pavilion. So we have sides made for the whole place. 

 THE CHAIR:   Okay.  Because I didn’t see any hooks on the last 

two sections going down the hill. That’s all. 

 MR. KASTNER: No. We have everything.  Because we actually had to 

--- when we opened that year, we were open actually in March.  And, we 

had to work our pro shop, tickets, everything under the pavilion. 

 THE CHAIR: Okay.  Any other questions of the applicant? 

 MR. O’KEEFE: If we were to say that it not be a golf activity 

only, would three times a year work if it were non-golf related? 

 MR. KASTNER:  In all honesty, the ten times are going to be non-

golf related.  It’s not going to be --- our golf is over and done with 

90 to 95% of the time it’s done with by – in most tournaments, most 

tournaments are Monday thru Thursday.  We do have some Friday 

tournaments. We do get some Saturday tournaments. But Monday thru 

Thursday, all of those tournaments are done, except for the Rotary 

that runs a little later, the Calvanese Tournament --- but they’re all 

done by 3:00 or 3:30 because we have leagues coming in. So we have 

nothing, you know, there is no need for music with golf. 

 MR. MAGNOLI:  So these are all going to be separate events?  Most 

of these people coming to these events that you are proposing to 10:00 

will not be golfing at all? 

 MR. KASTNER:  It’s additional revenue. 

 MR. MAGNOLI:  Correct. 

 And, what, I kind of asked this before but I just want a 

clarification.  What is stopping this from becoming, you know, an 

outside bar if you don’t have anything booked there that night? 

 MR. KASTNER:  An outdoor --- waitress. Waitressing.   

 MR. MAGNOLI:  But people will be free to go out there, take their 

drinks out there with music and everything. 
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 MR. KASTNER: No.  You wouldn’t go out there unless we had music.  

We wouldn’t set – 

 MR. MAGNOLI: Correct.  So if we give you the approval to have 

music out there, nothing is stopping them from going out there and 

taking their drinks and enjoying the music out there. 

 MR. KASTNER:  That is what it is going to be there for.  What 

we’re hoping for. 

 MR.MAGNOLI: Correct.  So without a special booked event for a 

wedding or a banquet or whatever, you know, it’s kind of become an 

extension of the inside bar, is that correct? 

 MR. KASTNER: No. 

 THE CHAIR:  No.  Let’s clarify.  I think what he is saying is 

that the only time he would have the music is when he has a special 

event. 

 MR.  KASTNER: Correct. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, it would only be on Friday and Saturday night. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Friday or Saturday. 

 THE CHAIR:  So if you’ve got guys drinking in the bar and you’ve 

got a wedding going on in the pavilion, they aren’t going to be coming 

out to have a --- I think that is your point. 

 MR. MAGNOLI:  Correct.  But what if there is no wedding going on 

in the pavilion --- 

 THE CHAIR:  There’ll be no music. 

 MR.MAGNOLI:  There’ll be no music? 

 THE CHAIR:  They can still go out to the pavilion and sit there 

and drink. 

 But there is no open bar there. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Right.  And, we --- right now that pavilion isn’t 

utilized.  It’s utilized for tournaments.  Once in a while we get a 

shower in July or whatever, stuff like that.  During the day.  But it 

is not utilized at night. 

 We have outdoor patios that are connected to it where our 

waitress staff can get to them and service them.  But if our waitress 
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staff has to go out and people sit underneath the pavilion, it’s a 

long haul.  You know, we’d rather have --- 

 MR. MAGNOLI:  You’re not going to have a bartender out at that 

bar? 

 MR. KASTNER: No.  Never happen. Only if we have a function like a 

clambake. 

 MR. MAGNOLI:  Correct. 

 MR. KASTNER:  A special event.  Then we open it. We notify them.  

And, it’s happening. 

 Otherwise, nothing is underneath that pavilion. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  I guess the question is, it is not a nightclub. 

 MR. KASTNER:  It’s not a ---no.   No. 

 MR. BOHIGIAN:  And, it’s not going to be run as a nightclub.  

It’s only for special events and limited to how many events.  Because 

you are not going to have a band up there every week.  Only a special 

event. 

 MR. KASTNER:  And, another thing, if I do get it, June 7
th
, so the 

noise, they can be invited to the wedding. So that way they’re 

underneath and they won’t hear. 

 (Chuckles) 

 MR. O’KEEFE:   Maybe a question for the zoning officer.  How are 

functions like this allowed in a residential zone? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Well, I think, Mr. Chairman, number one, it is 

accessory to the golf course.  I mean – 

 MR. O’KEEFE: But if he is specifically saying it’s not golf 

related, that’s where I’m stumbling. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Well, the original approval back in ’04, it was 

stipulated that outside speakers are used for announcements and 

special events and only before 9:30.   So, there was the air of 

special events in the approval. Something was going to happen there.  

Whether it was discussed that it was golf related, or not, special 

event could be a birthday party.  We don’t know. 

 And, then the second stipulation was no music or live 

entertainment. So, it think that it was always seen as an accessory to 
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having a pavilion, whether it is golf related, or not.  It’s an area 

where people can gather and actually drink alcohol. 

 So, it is kind of up to you to decide, but there is history of 

that wording “special events” in the stipulation. 

 MR. KASTNER:  Is there any terminology on what is accessory --- a 

word I can’t pronounce --- to a golf course? 

 I mean, is liquor uh, one of them? 

 Is – 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Well, it is specifically set forth in here where it 

says the sale of alcoholic beverages is part of a bona fide golf 

course, tennis, country club or athletic club operation located on 9 

or more acres.  So they did talk about the sale of alcohol on a golf 

course.   If it is incident to golf. 

 MR. KASTNER:  I’ll bet you more people get married at a country 

club than any other facility in the State of Connecticut.  Correct? 

 I think most people – 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Most people have their receptions there. 

 MR. KASTNER:  All right. We’re just having a reception there.  We 

are not having no wedding there. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  But, I can’t --- we can’t speak to the zoning 

regulations for 168 other towns.  We can only look at what we have. 

 THE CHAIR: One question is, we didn’t stipulate that at Hawk’s 

Landing, either, did we? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  In terms of what? 

 THE CHAIR:  That it was golf related? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Just entertainment. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  No, it didn’t say that. 

 THE CHAIR: Right. Which is what we also said when we approved the 

stipulation on the original application way back in ’04. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Announcements for special events. 

 THE CHAIR:  Special events. 
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 MR. KASTNER:  The way Dave had me fill out the application; it’s 

the same identical application that Hawk’s Landing has. The only 

difference in our application is our music will be underneath a roof, 

partially enclosed.  Theirs is on the outside. 

 THE CHAIR: We’ve added more stipulations to yours. 

 MR. KASTNER:  And, you add a – 

 THE CHAIR: Friday and Saturday.  That stipulation is not in 

Hawk’s Landing’s.  So I think we’ve got more stipulations. 

 MR. KASTNER:  We’ve got --- yes.  I have their application. 

 THE CHAIR:  I’ve got a copy of it. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Six more, Mr. Chairman. 

 MR. KASTNER:  How many? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Six. 

 THE CHAIR:  So, Matt, can you live with that for the trial? 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Yah, I mean I’m coming up with some. 

 I’ll make a motion and maybe I’ll get a second or maybe I won’t. 

 THE CHAIR:  If you don’t get a second, then we’ll have to revise 

it. 

 But that’s our option, guys. If when Matt reads is, when he puts 

the motion on the floor, if he doesn’t get a second, obviously it goes 

away and we get another motion. 

 So --- that’s our option. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  I am prepared to make a motion which takes into 

account what we’ve heard and said. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay, we’ll close this. 

 MR. O’KEEFE:  Okay. 

 THE CHAIR:  Are there any other questions of the applicant from a 

rebuttal standpoint? 

 (No response) 

 Thanks, Ray. 
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 This application is closed. 

 

7:45 o’clock,p.m. 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

NEW BUSINESS ITEMS:   

 A. APPEAL #6046A, Application of Southington Country Club Inc. 

for a modification of a special exception approval to allow live music 

under the pavilion under Section 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 150 

Savage Street, property of Southington Country Club Inc., in an R-

20/25 zone. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to approve #6046A with stipulations. 

 STIPULATIONS: 

 And, I am using the word amplified music because it gets it away 

from live. Amplified music on the pavilion subject to the following 

restrictions: 

 1. South side of the pavilion to be 100% enclosed at any time 

there is live music. 

 2. No amplified music after sunset except three times per year 

with written notification to all neighbors within 500 feet of the 

pavilion and up to 10:00 pm on those three nights. 

 3. Amplified music only between June 1
st
 and September 30

th
 and 

only on Saturday and Sunday nights.  Or excuse me, Friday and Saturday 

nights. 

 4. Not more than five live performers in a live music show.   

 5. Amplified music to be affiliated with special events only. 

 6. All alcoholic beverages shall be served in glasses, cups, 

et cetera and not in the original containers. 

 7. Any amplification to be pointed in the northerly direction 

away from the residences. 
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 8. The approval is valid for one year to be renewed only if 

there are no complaints to the zoning department. Applicant must 

reapply if there are complaints to the zoning department. 

 The Chair asked, before getting a second, for that to be read 

back again. 

 Mr. O’Keefe restated the motion would be to approve with 

stipulations.  Amplified music to be allowed on the pavilion subject 

to the following restrictions: 

 1. South side of the pavilion to be 100% enclosed at any time 

there is amplified music. 

 2. No amplified music after sunset except three times per year 

with written notice to all neighbors within 500 feet of the pavilion 

and then allowed up to 10:00 pm on those three nights. 

 3. Amplified music only between June 1
st
 and September 30

th
 and 

only on Friday and Saturday nights. 

 4. Not more than five live performers in a live music show.   

 5. Amplified music to be affiliated with special events only. 

 6. All alcoholic beverages shall be served in glasses, cups, 

et cetera and not in the original containers. 

 7. Any amplification to be pointed in the northerly direction 

away from the residences. 

 8. The approval is valid for one year to be renewed only if 

there are no complaints to the zoning department. If there are 

complaints, applicant must reapply to the zoning department for 

renewal. 

 The Chair asked for stipulations number 2 and 4 to be read back: 

 The Stenographer read:  Amplified music to be allowed on the 

pavilion subject to the following restrictions: 

  1. South side of the pavilion to be 100% enclosed at any 

time there is amplified music. 

   2. No amplified music after sunset except three times per year 

with written notice to all neighbors within 500 feet of the pavilion 

and then allowed up to 10:00 pm on those three nights. 
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 3. Amplified music only between June 1
st
 and September 30

th
 and 

only on Friday and Saturday nights. 

 4. No more than five live performers in a live music show.   

 Mr. Lavallee asked for a clarification on the three events per 

year. Is that total or up to ten with three --- 

 Mr. O’Keefe clarified it is up to ten event per year.  I don’t 

think I put that in the motion but I did intend to put it in.  Not 

more than ten times, I want to add that, too. 

 The Chair asked for clarification on that.  Mr. O’Keefe said 

there are not to be more than ten special events a year but that those 

special events would end at sunset except for three which could go up 

to 10:00 pm.  It wasn’t clearly stated. 

 Mr. LaPorte questioned the three.  Mr. O’Keefe said that was his 

motion.  The Chair said if it is not seconded, you can make a change. 

 Mr. O’Keefe wanted to clarify Number 3.  I had said amplified 

music only between June 1 and September 30
th
.  Only on Friday and 

Saturday nights.  Not more than ten times per year.  And, that wasn’t 

clear in the motion. 

 The Chair asked for a second. 

 (No response) 

 The Chair stated the motion is not accepted and he asked for a 

second motion. 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a second motion. 

 Approval of Appeal #6046A with stipulations. Amplified music 

to be allowed on the pavilion subject to the following restrictions: 

 1. South side of the pavilion to be 100% enclosed at any time 

there is amplified music. 

 2. Amplified music between June 1
st
 and September 30

th 
not more 

than ten times per calendar year not beyond 10:00 pm at night.  Each 

time there is to be amplified music there be written notice to 

neighbors within 500’ of the pavilion. 

 3. Not more than four live performers in a live music show.   

 4. Amplified music to be affiliated with special events only. 
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 5. All alcoholic beverages shall be served in glasses, cups, 

et cetera and not in the original containers. 

 6. Any amplification to be pointed in the northerly direction 

away from the residences. 

 7. The approval is valid for one year to be renewed only if 

there are no complaints to the zoning department. If there are 

complaints, applicant must reapply to the zoning department for 

renewal. 

 Mr. Saucier wanted a clarification on the written notice.  I know 

what was requested by the neighbors was an electronic communication. 

Are we asking that the applicant does a mailing to all residents 

within 500 feet?   

 Mr. O’Keefe said when he said written, he thinks there has to be 

written communication.  The applicant can work that out with the 

neighbors. If the neighbor wants, they can get an email.  If they want 

a letter, they get a letter.  It’s just a question of seeking out the 

neighbors within 500 feet to their preferred method of communication.  

It is 500 feet from the pavilion and not the property.    

 Discussion on opt in or opt out in response to a query by Mr. 

Saucier.  After a discussion, Mr. LaPorte asked if we were picking 

hairs. 

 (Pause) 

 Discussion of how many neighbors would be affected --- maybe a 

dozen.  That’s what pavilion was said and not of the property pointed 

out Mr. O’Keefe. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded the motion. 

 The Chair commented he felt it was a reasonable trial period.  

The applicant has satisfied some of the requirements of the neighbors.  

Certain things we can’t stipulate, i.e.: trashing on the lawns, noise.  

I know the applicant is doing a nice job with as much as he can 

control.  I think it is a reasonable alternative and with the one year 

trial, that allows us some flexibility and allows the neighbors some 

flexibility here, as well, if there is a problem. 

 Mr. O’Keefe stated his concerns were not directed to the 

applicant but directed toward the use in a residential zone with the 

proximity towards residences.  It is nothing directed against 

Southington Country Club but just the houses and the proximity in a 

residential zone. 
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 The Chair said the point is when we changed it to allow special 

events; there are an awful lot of special events at country clubs.  

This is not unique to the Southington Country Club or to Southington.  

It is just the way it is.  The stipulations put in place are adequate 

for this. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS/OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

 Nothing to report. 

 Please note the next meeting is May 13
th
, 2014. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 Mr. O’Keefe made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Saucier seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

    Robert Y. Salka, Chairman       

    Zoning Board of Appeals   

 

  


